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PORT  AND  BOROUGH  OF  KING'S  LYNN 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  The  Borough  of  King's  Lynn. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present,  for  your  information  and  con- 
sideration, the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1949,  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  and  Port  of  King's 
Lynn. 

The  town  had  its  share  of  the  country-wide  epidemic  of 
Poliomyelitis.  There  were  four  cases  notified,  the  first  in  July 
(a  visitor  from  Scotland,  who  died),  the  last  at  the  end  of  December. 
The  local  medical  practitioners  were  on  the  alert  for  the  appear- 
ance of  the  disease,  and  the  first  case  was  promptly  diagnosed 
when  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  doctor. 

Although  the  Council  ceased  to  be  a Welfare  Authority  on 
5th  July,  1948,  it  is  considered  appropriate  in  this  report  to  give 
some  details  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  for  which 
the  Council  was  responsible  for  many  years. 

I thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
for  their  support  during  the  year,  and  all  members  of  the  Public 
Health  Staff  for  their  assistance. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  HAMILTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


A.  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Hospitals. 

1 . General  Hospitals. 

(a)  West  Norfolk  and  King's  Lynn  General  Hospital 

(b)  St.  James’  Hospital  (for  chronic  sick). 

2.  Maternity  Units. 

(a)  West  Norfolk  and  King's  Lynn  General 
Hospital:  The  Queen  Elizabeth  Maternity 
Unit  of  25  beds  was  opened  on  3rd  July,  1949. 

(b)  St.  James'  Hospital: 

The  4-bedded  Maternity  Ward  was  closed  in 
April,  1949. 

(c)  Stow  Hall  Maternity  Hospital: 

Was  opened  on  21st  January,  1949,  with  30 
beds. 

3.  Isolation. 

The  Isolation  Hospital,  King's  Lynn. 

(Gases  are  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospitals  when 
proper  isolation  or  adequate  nursing  arrangements 
cannot  be  provided  in  the  homes.  Disinfection  is 
carried  out  at  the  homes,  when  considered  necessary, 
after  the  removal  or  recovery  of  cases.  Bedding  and 
other  articles  can  be  dealt  with  at  the  Disinfecting 
Station  at  the  Hospital.) 

4.  Tuberculosis. 

(a)  Kelling  Sanatorium,  Holt. 

(b)  Bramblewood  Santatorium,  Holt. 

5.  Mental  Hospitals. 

(a)  St.  Andrew's  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(b)  Hellesdon  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(c)  Little  Plumstead  Hospital. 

(d)  Heckingham  Hospital. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics : 

Chest,  Eye,  Venereal  and  Orthopaedic  Clinics  are 
regularly  held  at  the  West  Norfolk  and  King's 
Lynn  Hospital. 


B.  County  Council. 

Professional  JVursicg  in  the  home. 

Home  Nurses: 

There  are  two  District  Nurses. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare : 

(a)  Midwives. 

Three  Midwives  practise  in  the  town.  A cot  for  the 
home  nursing  of  premature  infants,  and  oxygen  appara- 
tus is  kept  at  the  Health  Office. 


(b)  Health  Visitors: 

Th  ree  Health  Visitor /School  Nurses  are  employed. 
The  following  are  details  of  the  visits  they  made  in 
1949: — 


First  visit  to  children  under  1 year 
Re-visits  to  children  under  1 year 
First  visits  to  children  over  1 year  and 
under  school  age  .... 

Re-visits  to  children  over  1 year  and 
under  school  age  .... 

Expectant  mothers 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics : 


400 (474) 
1856  (1874) 

237  (— ) 

3073  (2293) 
39  (62) 


(a)  Infant  Welfare 
Attendances  at  the 

Centres. 

Welfare  Centres  were 

as  follows: — 

■ 

Mothers. 

Children. 

Totals. 

St.  James' 

4256 

4794 

9050  (7286) 

Gaywood  .... 

1016 

1261 

2277  (1105) 

West  Lynn.  .. 

304 

365 

669  (446) 

8276 

6420 

11996 (8737) 

(b)  Antenatal  and  Post-Natal  Clinic: 

Total  attendances  ....  101  (204). 

Home  Help  Service. 

4 Full-time  and  8 Part-time  Home  Helps  were  in 
employment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

48  (56)  Maternity,  32  (21)  Sickness,  and  9 ( — ) aged 
and  infirm  cases  had  their  assistance. 

Ambulance  Service. 

(1)  Infectious  cases  by  County  Council  Ambulance 
stationed  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

(2)  Others  by  arrangement  with  the  Red  Cross  Society. 
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Mental  Health  Service. 

An  Occupation  Centre  was  opened  5/9/49  at  St.  JohTs 
School  Room  for  mentally  handicapped  children. 

21  pupils  are  on  the  Register,  9 of  whom  live  in  the 
Borough. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

The  number  of  registered  nursing  homes  is  3. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

As  before. 

The  services  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Norwich, 
are  also  available  for  special  investigations  concerning 
Infectious  Diseases. 

(1948  jigures  in  parentheses ) 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

(1948  figures  in  parentheses) 
Population  25,880  (25,510) 


Births. 

Males. 

Females . 

Total. 

Legitimate 

197  (214) 

214  (218) 

411  (432) 

Illegitimate  . 

18  (16) 

12  (17) 

30  (33) 

215  (230) 

226  (235) 

441  (465) 

Birth  Rate 

17.81  (18.22) 

Birth  Rate  — 

England  and  Wales 

16.7  (17.9) 

Birth  Rate  — 

the  148  smaller 

towns  .... 

18.0  (19.2) 

Number  of  Still  Births  .... 

— — 

20  (20)  ' 

Deaths. 

Males 

Females. 

Total. 

147  (144) 

154  (124) 

301  (268) 

Death  Rate 

...»  .... 



10.92  (10.50) 

Death  Rate  — 

- England  and  Wales 

11.7  (10.8) 

Death  Rate  — 

-the  148  smaller 

towns  .... 

11.6  (10.7) 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Nil  (-) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

per  1,000 

births 

....  .... 

40.81  (34.40) 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 
per  1 ,000  births — England  and  Wales 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per 
1,000  births — the  148  smaller  towns 
Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 
Rate  per  1,000  population 
Deaths  from  non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Rate  per  1,000  population 


32  (34) 

30  (32) 

10  (12) 

0.386  (0.47) 

Nil.  (2) 
Nil.  (0.078) 


The  decrease  in  the  Birth  Rate  was  with  the  trend  all  over 
the  country. 

There  were  11  (12)  premature  births  with  8 (9)  survivals. 
This  compares  favourably  with  1947,  the  only  other  year  for  which 
figures  are  available,  when  8 deaths  occurred  among  25  premature 
children  born  that  year. 

The  rise  in  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  due  to  an  increase 
of  deaths  among  the  aged.  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory 
system  accounted  for  most  of  the  deaths  among  those  of  65  years 
and  over,  and  cancer  was  another  prominent  cause.  There  were 
three  more  deaths  from  cancer  than  in  the  previous  year. 

There  were  21  deaths  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45,  and 
only  6 of  these  could  be  attributed  to  a preventable  cause,  and 
here  the  cause  was  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Apart  from  this, 
there  were  20  other  deaths  registered  as  caused  by  Infectious 
Diseases,  15  Pneumonias/'  3 Influenzas,"  1 from  Poliomyelitis, 
and  1 Encephalitis  Lethargica.  Except  in  the  case  of  3 infants, 
the  Pneumonias  were  the  finishing  touch  which  ended  the  lives 
of  elderly  and  aged  people  already  in  ill-health.  The  influenzal 
deaths  were  also  those  of  aged  persons.  The  death  from  Polio- 
myelitis was  that  of  a young  woman,  a visitor  to  the  town.  One 
death  was  caused  by  syphilitic  infection.  There  was  no  maternal 
mortality. 
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CLASSIF ACTION  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  ACCORDING 

TO  DISEASES 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  ACCORDING  TO  DISEASES. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

2. 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

— (1) 



— (1) 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— (-) 

-(-) 

— (-) 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

— (-) 

— (-) 

— (-) 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— (-) 

— (-) 

— (-) 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

7 (6) 

3 (6) 

10  (12) 

7. 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms) 

— (1) 

— (1) 

1 (2) 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

1 (1) 

1 (1) 

9. 

Influenza 

— 

3 (-) 

3 (-) 

10. 

Measles 

— (-) 

-(-) 

— (-) 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— (-) 

1 (-) 

1 (-) 

12. 

Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis 

— (-) 

1 (-) 

1 (-) 

13. 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  \ 

Oesophagus  > 

1 (1) 

1 (2) 

2 (3) 

14. 

Uterus  1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

7 (6) 

7 (2) 

14  (8) 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— (-) 

6 (6) 

6 (6) 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

18  (23) 

15  (12) 

33  (35) 

17. 

Diabetes 

— (-) 

5 (2) 

5 (2) 

18. 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

11  (12) 

17  (20) 

28  (32) 

19. 

Heart  Diseases 

41  (38) 

54  (35) 

95  (73) 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

6 (5) 

4 (2) 

10  (7) 

21. 

Bronchitis 

5 (5) 

4 (7) 

9 (12) 

22. 

Pneumonia 

6 (4) 

9 (4) 

15  (8) 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

4 (5) 

3 (2) 

7 (7) 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 (1) 

2 (-) 

3 (1) 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

— (1) 

— (-) 

— (-) 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— (-) 

— (-) 

— (-) 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 (3) 

3 (4) 

4 (7) 

28. 

Nephritis 

5 (8) 

6 (1) 

11  (9) 

29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— (-) 

— (-) 

— (-) 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— (-) 

— (-) 

— (-) 

31. 

Premature  Births 

2 (2) 

1 (1) 

3 (3) 

32. 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injuries, 
Infant  Diseases 

6 (4) 

2 (6) 

8 (10) 

33. 

Suicide 

— (1) 

— (1) 

— (2) 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 (3) 

1 (2) 

2 (5) 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes 

8 (4) 

1 (2) 

9 (6) 

36. 

All  other  causes 

17  (10) 

5 (5) 

22  (15) 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

There  were  18  deaths  of  children  under  1 year,  13  of  them 
1 month  and  under. 

The  causes  of  deaths  were  as  follows: — 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

Congenital  Debility  ....  ....  ....  •••■  ••••  ’ 

Prematurity  ....  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  ••••  3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ....  ....  ....  ■•••  ••••  2 

Pneumonia  ....  ....  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  2 

Bronchopneumonia 

Atelectasis 

Erythroblastosis 

Acute  Nephritis 

Imperforate  Anus,  Peritonitis 

Strangulation 

Over-laying 

Asphyxia  due  to  inhalation  of  vomit 

Asphyxia  by  misadventure  ....  ....  ....  -•••  ••••  1 

Of  these  18  deaths,  perhaps  5 could  be  considered  preventable 
if  the  circumstances  had  been  favourable. 

The  "statistical"  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is  40.81  per  1,000 
live  births.  v 

In  1948,  when  the  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  1 year 
of  age  was  16,  and  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  was  34.40  per 


the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  becomes  31.7  per  1,000  live  births. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  CLASSIFIED  IN  AGES  AND  LOCALITIES 

AGE  GROUPS  WARDS 
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Scarlet  Fever 
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Whooping  Cough 

Chicken  Pox 
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Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

(1948  figures  in  parenthesis ) 

€ 

There  were  532  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  1949 
(328).  The  main  cause  of  the  increase  was  Chicken  Pox  272 
cases  (67).  There  were  appreciable  increases  in  the  numbers  of 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  43  (17),  and  Whooping  Gough  88  (54), 
while  there  were  decreases  in  the  notifications  of  Measles  26  (80), 
and  Jaundice  25  (41).  4(1)  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  reported 

with  one  fatality. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  majority  of  the  cases  occurred  among  school  children, 
only  a quarter  of  them  being  in  children  below  school  age.  9 cases 
were  admitted  to  Hospital,  and  the  disease  remains  mild  in  type, 
as  it  has  done  for  many  years. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  reduce  the  carrier  33  rate  among 
schoolchildren,  and  so  lessen  the  attack  rate,  during  the  period  of 
epidemic  prevalence  — the  latter  half  of  the  year.  On  the  occur- 
rence of  a case  in  a class,  the  throats  and  noses  of  the  children  in 
the  class  were  swabbed,"  and  if  the  infective  organisms  were 
found  in  these  regions,  the  affected  children  were  treated  with 
local  applications  by  the  School  Nurses,  and  excluded  from  school 
until  their  throats  and  noses  were  clear/' 

The  amount  of  benefit  from  this  practice  could  not  be  esti- 
mated from  only  one  winter  season’s  experience. 

Whooping  Cough. 

The  majority  of  cases  occurred  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 
years,  and  practically  two-thirds  of  the  cases  were  in  the  North 
and  South-West  Wards.  Only  one  case  was  admitted  to  Hospital. 

Measles. 

There  was  a very  low  rate  of  Measles  infection.  Measles 
epidemics  have  been  occurring  at  two  year  intervals,  and  from  its 
previous  behaviour,  Measles  should  have  been  epidemic  in  1949. 
One  case  was  removed  to  Hospital. 

Poliomyelitis. 

Three  adults  and  one  girl  aged  13  were  affected  by  Paralytic 
Poliomyelitis.  All  the  cases  were  severe,  and  two,  (one  of  whom, 
a woman,  died),  had  to  be  placed  in  mechanical  respirators.  Two 
of  the  cases  were  treated  at  the  West  Norfolk  and  King's  Lynn 
General  Hospital.  Two  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Norwich 
Isolation  Hospital  and  then  to  White  Lodge  Hospital,  Newmarket, 
an  Orthopaedic  establishment. 


A comprehensive  investigation  was  carried  out  in  each  case. 
In  three  of  the  cases  there  had  been  contact  shortly  before  the 
illness  with  an  individual  with  a cold,”  suggesting  that  the  mode 
of  transmission  in  these  cases  may  have  been  the  inhalation  of 
infected  droplets.”  Nothing  else  came  out  of  the  investigations 
that  might  suggest  any  other  mode  of  transmission,  e.g.,  by  milk, 
food,  flies,  water,  etc. 

(a)  D.B.,  aged  25,  female. 

Arrived  in  the  town  from  Scotland  on  16th  July,  1949,  with 
a sore  throat.  On  19th  July,  1949,  developed  rigidity  of  the  limbs 
and  loss  of  speech.  She  was  removed  to  the  West  Norfolk  and 
King^s  Lynn  General  Hospital,  and  died  on  29th  July,  1949.  At 
home  had  been  frequently  in  her  next  door  neighbour's  house, 
and  this  neighbour  had  had  a " cold  ” for  a week  or  so  before  the 
patient  left  for  King^s  Lynn. 

(b)  G.E.,  aged  13,  female. 

Returned  to  the  town  after  4 weeksJ  holiday  in  Yorkshire  on 
31st  August,  1949.  Onset  of  the  disease  7th  September,  1949. 
Removed  to  Norwich  Isolation  Hospital  and  then  to  Newmarket. 

(c)  W.H.W.,  aged  27,  male. 

Onset  of  the  disease  on  13th  October,  1949.  A fellow-boarder 
had  had  a heavy  cold  and  a sore  throat  a couple  of  days  before. 
Removed  to  West  Norfolk  and  King^s  Lynn  General  Hospital  and 
is  still  there. 

(d)  L.H.,  aged  29,  male. 

Onset  14th  December,  1949.  A child  in  the  same  house  had 
had  a sore  throat  and  a “ temperature  ” a couple  of  days  before 
the  patient  became  ill. 

There  were  no  infant  cases  notified  of  the  so-called  ec  Infantile 
Paralysis.” 

Diphtheria. 

For  the  second  year  running,  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  have 
been  notified.  The  only  previous  year  since  1928,  when  221  cases 
were  recorded,  in  which  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  was 
1946.  This  is  a testimony  to ‘the  effect  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
amount  of  Immunizations  done  up  to  the  present  time.  This 
happy  state  of  affairs  may  persist  as  long  as  there  remains  a high 
percentage  of  school  children  effectively  immunized  (the  schools 
being  principal  incubators  and  transmitters  of  infectious  diseases), 
for  the  rate  of  immunization  among  children  under  school  age 
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does  not  give  ground  for  solid  satisfaction.  In  December  an 
effort  was  made  to  stimulate  more  interest  in  the  immunization 
of  infants  by  the  showing  of  propaganda  films  and  slides  in  the 
cinemas,  Press  advertisements,  and  display  panels  in  shop  windows. 
Unfortunately,  it  seemed  that  these  endeavours  did  not  have  much 
success. 

A few  carriers  of  virulent  Diphtheria  organisms  in  the  throat 
were  found  in  one  of  the  larger  infant  schools.  All  children  who 
had  not  been  immunized  received  inoculations,  and  most  of  those 
who  had  been  previously  immunized  received  “ boosting  " doses. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  the  immunizing  work  done 


in  1949:— 

Primary  Immunizations  : 

Under  5 years  ....  ....  ....  292 

Over  5 years  ....  ....  ....  85 

Reinforcing  Injections:  216 

Percentage  of  children  under  5 years 

immunized  ....  ....  ....  44.47% 

Percentage  of  children  5 to  14  years 

immunized  ....  ....  ...  80.70% 


Tuberculosis. 


During  the  last  ten  years  the  numbers  of  cases  and  deaths 


ported  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Tear.  Cases.  Deaths. 

have 

Tear. 

been :- — - 
Cases. 

Deaths. 

1940 

30 

9 

1945 

18 

3 

1941 

18 

10 

1946 

25 

8 

1942 

21 

8 

1947 

27 

3 

1943 

13 

3 

1948 

19 

12 

1944 

14 

7 

1949 

22 

10 

1 3 of  the  new 

cases 

in  1949  were 

males 

and  9 females,  while 

of  the  10  deaths,  7 were  those  of  males. 

Half  of  the  22  new  cases  came  from  St.  Margaret's  Ward  (5), 
and  South-West  Ward  (6).  Of  the  two  non-pulmonary  cases 
notified,  one  came  from  St.  Margaret’s  Ward  and  one  from  the 
South-West  Ward. 


Food  Poisoning. 

No  reports. 

A successful  Food  Hygiene  Exhibition  was  held  in  the  Town 
Hall  from  28th  November,  1949,  until  1st  December,  1949. 

Vaccinations’. — 

Primary  Vaccinations  ....  ....  116 

Re- vaccinations  ....  ....  ....  107 
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HOUSING 


The  Housing  Manager  kindly  supplied  this  report: — 

Housing  still  constitutes  the  major  problem  in  Local  Govern- 
ment affairs,  and  although  progress  is  being  made,  hundreds  of 
families  wait  for  re-housing  and  new  applicants  have  been  registered 
at  a rate  of  two  a week  during  the  year.  The  present  rate  of  re- 
housing is  approximately  one  hundred  a year,  so  it  will  be  many 
years  before  the  supply  of  houses  can  catch  up  with  the  demand 
for  them. 


Applicants  on  the  Register 

1400 

Applicants  without  own  homes 

500 

Applicants  living  in  dilapidated  houses  500 

Houses  built  in  1949. 

(a)  Two-bedroomed  flats 

15 

(b)  Three-bedroomed  parlour-type 

houses 

83 

98 

Families  re-housed  since  1946 

400 

The  total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the 

Corporation 

follows : — 

Houses  built  pre-war 

909 

Flats  .... 

132 

Houses  (pre-fabs.)  built  post-war  .... 

150 

Houses  (traditional)  built  post-war 

144 

Flats  built  post-war 

26 

1361 


In  addition,  the  Corporation  is  responsible  for  some  40  tenancies 
let  in  requisitioned  properties,  or  in  old  houses  that  have  been 
acquired  throughout  the  years. 

Small  units  ” comprising  man  and  wife,  or  man,  wife  and 
child,  make  up  the  largest  proportion  of  those  on  the  waiting  list, 
and  in  order  to  husband  available  accommodation  as  far  as  possible, 
an  experiment  has  been  made  in  allotting  three-bedroomed  parlour- 
type  houses  to  two  small  families  instead  of  one  only.  7 houses 
have  been  let  in  this  fashion,  and  although  the  arrangements  are 
not  ideal,  and  to  share  a kitchen  requires  the  maximum  of  toler- 
ance from  the  occupants,  the  arrangement  has  so  far  worked  very 
well.  It  is  the  intention  to  move  out  one  of  the  families  from  each  of 
the  7 houses  to  small  flats  which  are  being  constructed,  and  as  more 
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properties  become  available  for  letting,  the  “ shared  ” house 
practice  will  no  longer  be  necessary. 

During  the  year  60  families  were  transferred  at  their  own 
request  from  pre-war  houses  to  new  houses,  with  higher  rentals. 
In  this  way,  others  who  were  offered  new  houses  and  could  not 
afford  them  were  enabled  to  get  accommodation  within  their 
means. 

Certain  transfers  were  also  made  of  families  whose  size  had 
increased  or  diminished,  to  dwellings  more  suitable  for  their 
numbers.  By  methods  like  these,  attempts  are  made  to  use  Cor- 
poration property  to  its  fullest  advantage. 

Some  tenants  in  the  pre-war  houses  who  neglected  the  houses 
and  gardens  have  begun  to  show  improvement.  More  pride  is 
evident  in  the  care  of  gardens,  and  there  is  more  tidiness  and 
cleanliness  throughout  the  dwellings.  Much  more  remains  to 
be  done,  but  it  is  comforting  and  cheering  to  note  that,  in  spite 
of  a poor  start,  those  families  whose  standards  were  bad  can  be 
persuaded  to  do  better,  provided  they  can  be  stimulated  by  constant 
reminders  of  their  responsibilities  as  tenants  and  citizens.  The 
standard  of  garden  cultivation  and  household  management  on  the 
new  estates  is  very  high  indeed,  and  generally  speaking,  there  is  a 
community  spirit  growing  up  which  promises  well  for  the  future. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


on  the 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water. 

The  Borough  Engineer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
information  concerning  the  Town's  water  supply: — 

T (a)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  entirely  satisfactory 
in  quality. 

(b;  Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  according  ample 
supplies  to  the  area  to  the  West  of  the  Great  Ouse,  i.e., 
West  Lynn,  but  steps  are  in  hand  to  improve  the  position. 

2.  10  samples  of  water  going  into  supply  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination.  Colonies  per  ml.  on  agar  at  37°  C.,  have 
varied  between  nil  and  2,  whilst  coliform  organisms  have  always 
been  absent  in  100  ml.  On  every  occasion,  the  Analyst  has 
stated  the  bacteriological  condition  to  be  of  the  highest  standard. 
No  treatment  is  necessary,  but  chlorination  is  undertaken  as  a 
safeguard.  One  sample  was  taken  for  chemical  analysis  from 
the  reservoir.  The  Analyst  reports  the  water  to  be  of  good 
organic  quality,  free  from  any  sign  of  dangerous  pollution  and 
fit  for  drinking  purposes. 

3.  The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

4.  Chlorination  at  source  is  undertaken  as  a safeguard  against 
contamination. 

5.  Population  supplied  direct  into  houses  ....  24,800  approx. 

Population  supplied  by  standpipes  ....  580  ,, 

Population  without  piped  supply  ....  ....  100  ,, 

The  following  information  may  be  of  interest. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  delivered  to  consumers  during 
1949  was  534,510,500  gallons.  Of  this  quantity  131,110,370 
gallons  were  supplied  to  various  trade  and  industrial  consumers, 
58,074,260  gallons  were  supplied  in  bulk  to  other  authorities,  and 
the  remaining  345,325,870  gallons  supplied  to  domestic  consumers 
in  the  Borough.  The  domestic  consumption  averages  37  gallons 
per  head  per  day. 

A major  scheme  of  development  is  under  consideration.  This 
scheme,  if  adopted,  will  provide  an  additional  1 - 1 j million  gallons 
of  water  per  day,  and  will  ensure  an  abundant  supply  for  all  pur- 
poses. Under  these  proposals,  additional  storage  capacity  to  a 
total  of  2 days'  supply  would  also  be  provided. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  change. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  Corporation  has  purchased  a Mechanical  Street  Sweeping 
Plant,  which  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  states  has  resulted 
in  more  efficient  street  cleansing. 


Drainage. 

No  change. 

Cattle  Market. 
No  change 

Abattoir. 


No  public  abattoir  is  provided. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  during  the 
year  under  the  vanous  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts,  viz. : 

523  Special  complaints  and  Special  visits  made. 

\ Informal  Notices  and  Intimations  served. 
d4  Statutory  Notices  served. 

Details : — 


Roofs  repaired  or  renewed 
W.C.  roofs  repaired 
Sash  cords  renewed 

Windows  repaired,  renewed,  or  made  to  open 

Miscellaneous  defects 

Floorboards  repaired  or  renewed 

Stoves  repaired  or  renewed 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired 

Wallplaster  repaired 

Drains  re-laid  or  repaired 

W\C.  seats  repaired  or  renewed 

W.C.  pans  renewed 

Suitable  ashbins  provided 

Watei  closet  cisterns  repaired  and  renewed 

Dampness  of  walls  remedied 

Yards  repaired 

Drains  cleared 

Fireplace  renewed  or  repaired 
Flues  repaired 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  and  renewed 
Stair  ti  eads  and  risers  repaired 
Doors  repaired  or  renewed 
Eaves  gutters  provided  and  fixed 
Coppers  repaired  or  renewed 
Walls  repaired 

Pail  closets  abolished  and  new  water  closets  and 
dram  provided  .... 

Drains  connected  to  sewers 
Inspection  chambers  provided 
Chimneys  repaired 
Chimney  pots  provided 


34 

3 

12 

18 

13 

21 

6 

23 

11 

6 

4 
9 

11 

13 

6 

2 

33 

5 

4 

5 
4 
7 

10 

6 
6 

12 

4 

5 
1 
3 
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Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

No  change. 

Common  lodging  Houses. 

The  two  common  lodging  houses  were  regularly  visited  and 
found  to  be  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Re- Housing. 

At  the  request  of  the  Housing  Manager,  140  premises  used 
for  human  habitation  were  visited  to  ascertain  more  complete 
information  for  the  assessment  of  need  of  housing  applicants. 

Meetings  of  Owners  and  Tradesmen. 

94  meetings  were  held  with  regard  to  defective  houses,  drains, 

etc. 

House  Drains. 

During  the  year  99  drains  were  tested  and  examined.  In 
all  cases  where  defects  were  found,  notices  were  served  on  the 
owners  concerned.  12  pail  closets  were  abolished  and  new  water 
closets  provided,  together  with  all  necessary  fittings,  and  drainage 
connected  to  the  main  sewer.  The  Corporation  paid  50%  of  the 
cost  in  accordance  with  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Rats  and  Mice  ( Destruction ) Act,  1919. 

Two  rat-catchers  have  been  at  work  throughout  the  year, 
with  satisfactory  results.  Sewers,  Corporation  property,  Alms- 
houses, Piggeries,  Docks,  Ships,  etc.,  private  as  well  as  business 
premises,  have  been  regularly  treated.  Constant  treatment  of 
the  Corporation  refuse  tips  is  necessary  to  ensure  that  they  do 
not  become  re-infested. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  and  Fleas. 

Number  of  house  rooms  disinfested  (including  Council 

and  private  houses)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  41 

Schools. 

No  change. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  400 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  585 
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(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  included  under 
sub-head  ( 1 ) above  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ....  ....  187 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  291 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered 
lit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  Authority  or  their  officers  ....  122 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — - 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections,  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  20 

(2)  Number  of  such  dwellinghouses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners  ....  ....  ....  12 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  2 

(B)  Proceedings  by  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  9 

(2)  Number  of  such  dwellinghouses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : 

(a)  By  owners  ....  ....  7 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(G)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:  0 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ....  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  Nil. 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ....  ....  m;i 


(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply. 

The  following  licences  were  granted  by  the  Local  Authority : — 

1 Licence  for  Pasteurising  Establishment. 

13  Dealers'  licences  to  use  the  designation  of  Tuberculin 
Tested. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  which  came  into  operation  on  1st  October, 
1949,  prescribed  two  tests  in  respect  of  pasteurised  milk,  the  Phos- 
phatase Test  for  adequate  heat  treatment,  and  the  Methylene  Blue 
Test  for  the  keeping  quality.  The  Regulations  define  the  tempera- 
tures at  which  samples  must  be  kept  both  before  reaching  the 
Laboratory  and  before  the  test,  and  stipulates  the  hours  during 
which  the  test  must  be  conducted. 

Two  samples  were  taken  each  month  from  the  Pasteurising 
Establishment  within  the  Borough.  The  milk  failed  to  pass  the 
Phosphatase  Test  on  one  occasion  when  replacement  of  a defective 
recording  thermometer  had  not  arrived.  The  milk  failed  to  pass 
the  Methylene  Blue  Test  on  three  occasions  and  this,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Public  Analyst,  was  due,  in  some  measure,  to  the  high 
atmospheric  temperature  prevailing  during  the  transit  of  the 
samples  to  the  Laboratory. 

28  samples  of  raw  milk  were  taken  from  purveyors  in  the 
Borough  in  order  to  detect  any  adulteration  (see  Table  on  page  29). 

Ice  Cream. 

On  31st  December,  there  were  6 persons  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  and  36  persons  registered  as  dealers 
who  obtain  supplies  from  1 1 sources  outside  the  Borough.  40 
samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  Methylene 
Blue  (Provisional  Grading)  Test,  13  from  maufacturers,  20  from 
dealers  and  7 from  itinerant  vendors. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  the  samples  taken  from  local 
manufacturers : — 
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GRADING  SAMPLES,  1949. 


Manufacturer 

May  June 

July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. 

A 

I.  — 

• — • . — . 

111.  II.  — 

IV.  Manufacture  discontinued 

C 

I.  — 

• 

D 

I.  — 



E 

- — - - — - 

IV.  IV.  II.  _ _ 

F 

. 

III.  — IV.  n.  L 

The  complete  results  are  shown  in  the  folio wi no-  Table: 

ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES,  1949. 

Methylene  Blue 

(Provisional 

Percentage 

Sample 

Grading) 

Fat 

No. 

Test 

Content  Remarks 

1 

I. 

10.62  * 

2 

I. 

9.88  Local  Manufacturer  A. 

3 

III. 

2.57  Local  Manufacturer  B. 

4 

I. 

8.05  Local  Manufacturer  C. 

5 

II. 

2.62  Local  Manufacturer  B. 

6 

I. 

4.16  Local  Manufacturer  D. 

7 

II. 

10.62  * 

8 

I. 

8.76  * 

9 

IV. 

6.65  * 

10 

I. 

13.48  * 

11 

IV. 

7.72  * Sale  discontinued 

12 

I. 

5.86  * 

13 

I. 

7.72  * 

14 

III. 

8.81  * 

15 

IV. 

4.85  Local  Manufacturer  E. 

16 

II. 

12.58  * 

17 

IV. 

6.0  * 

18 

III. 

5.94  Local  Manufacturer  F. 

19 

I. 

10.49  * 

20 

IV. 

4.46  Local  Manufacturer  E. 

21 

IV. 

1.11  Sale  discontinued 

Local  Manufacturer  B. 

22 

II. 

2.92  * 

23 

III. 

5.74  * 

24 

II. 

6.85  * 

25 

III. 

8.53  * 

26 

IV. 

4.64  Local  Manufacturer  F, 

27 

IV. 

10.44  * 

U 


Ice  Cream  Samples,  1949 — continued. 


Sample 

No. 


Methylene 

Blue 

(Provisional 

Percentege 

Grading) 

Fat 

Test 

Content 

Remarks 

28 

II. 

9.87 

* 

29 

I. 

10.15 

* 

30 

II. 

10.50 

* 

31 

II. 

5.21 

Local 

Manufacturer 

F. 

32 

II. 

5.48 

Local 

Manufacturer 

E. 

33 

II. 

11.4 

* 

34 

II. 

8.0 

* 

35 

I. 

6.1 

Local 

Manuf  acturer 

F. 

36 

IV. 

8.2 

* 

37 

III. 

9.32 

* 

38 

III. 

9.35 

* 

39 

II. 

9.48 

* 

40 

II. 

9.54 

* 

Indicates  manufacture  outside  the  Borough. 


Where  samples  were  reported  to  be  in  Provisional  Grades 
III  or  IV,  the  following  action  was  taken: — 

(a)  where  of  local  manufacture,  the  premises  were  inspected 
and  the  manufacturer  interviewed. 

(b)  where  of  manufacture  outside  the  Borough,  the  local 
authority  concerned  was  notified. 

(c)  in  all  cases,  repeat  samples  were  taken. 

It  is  significant  to  note  that  some  improvement  in  the  grading 
results  has  occurred  following  visits  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
In  at  least  two  instances  there  appeared  to  be  a lack  of  under- 
standing ol  proper  methods  of  plant  sterilization. 

The  wide  diversity  of  fat  contents  from  as  low  as  1.11  to  13.48 
is  a commentary  upon  the  absence  of  any  standard.  As  a result 
of  a request,  the  results  of  all  fat  content  examinations  have  been 
communicated  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  (Food  Standards  & Food 
Plygiene  Division). 

In  order  that  these  results  may  not  be  misleading,  I would 
like  to  stress  that  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  has  not  been  conclusively 
established  as  a reliable  guide,  though  it  is  suggested  that  consistent 
low  grading  is  an  indication  of  defects  of  manufacture  or  of  handling 
which  call  for  further  investigation. 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Slaughterhouse. 

During  the  year,  515  visits  were  made  to  the  Slaughterhouse, 
which  is  controlled  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

The  following  carcases,  parts  of  carcases  and  organs  were 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  on  account  of  disease 
or  other  reasons: — 


Beef.  Carcases  (whole) 

79  Tripes 

....  45 

Carcases  (part) 

65  Spleen 

....  32 

Heads  & Tongues 

. 392  Lungs 

....  410 

Hearts  ....  

31  Livers 

....  859 

Kidneys  ....  

Mesenteries  

2 1 Skirts 

. 64 

....  116 

Pigs.  Carcases  (whole) 

1 4 Hearts 

....  17 

Carcases  (part) 

9 Lungs 

....  53 

Mesenteries  

Heads  & Tongues 

36  Livers 

. 50 

....  10 

Mutton.  Carcases  (whole) 

19  Lungs 

....  33 

Carcases  (part) 

1 Livers 

....  43 

Heads  & Tongues  ... 
Hearts  

5 Kidney 

5 

1 

Veal.  Carcases  (whole) 

7 Livers 

....  3 

Heads  & Tongues  ... 
Lungs  

3 Kidneys 

2 

....  2 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  in 

Tons . 

Slaughter- 

Cwt. 

lbs. 

house 

22 

18 

22 

Weight  of  offal 

Unsound  or  damaged  butchers J 

22 

meat  con- 

1 

41 

demned  in  shops 

— 

13 

31 

45 

12 

94 

12  cases  of  Cysticecus  Bovis  were  detected  in  the  following 
sites : — 

Heart  ....  ....  2 

Diaphragm  ....  1 

Masseter  Muscles  9 

The  entire  carcase  and  offals  were  subjected  to  freezing  for 
a minimum  of  three  weeks  prior  to  allocation  in  every  case. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED 
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Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 

with  Tuberculosis  ....  ...  18.16%  32.0%  1 0.27% — 6.72% 


Other  Foods. 


he  following  articles  of  food,  by  reason  of  decomposition  or 
damage  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  were 
voluntarily  surrendered.  Wherever  practicable,  salvageable  food 
was  returned  through  trade  channels  for  re-processing. 


Meat  and  Meat  Products. 

8 lbs.  Bacon 
100  lbs.  Poultry 
123J  lbs.  Sausages. 

Groceries,  Sweetmeats,  Etc. 

494  lbs.  Cheese 
448  lbs.  Sugar 
37  lbs.  Sweets 
2655  lbs.  Pastry  Mix 

Vegetables. 

360  lbs. 


562  bottles  Pickles  & Sauces 
45  lbs.  Cake  and  Biscuits 
23  lbs.  Cereals 


Fish. 


44  stone. 


Canned  Goods. 

182  tins  of  Fruit 
542  tins  of  Vegetables 
638  tins  of  Milk 

2 tins  of  Meat  & Vegetables 
49  tins  of  Soup 
59  tins  of  Jam 

279  tins  of  Fish  and  Fish  Paste 
557  tins  of  Meat 
65  tins  of  Spaghetti 

Markets. 

No  change.  53  visits  were  made  to  the  markets  during  the 

year. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

During  the  year,  58  samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  Public  Analyst.  (See  Table  on  page  29). 

With  respect  to  the  unsatisfactory  samples  of  chewing  gum, 
sales  were  discontinued  after  a meeting  with  the  vendor.  The 
unsatisfactory  sample  of  sausage  meat  did  not  comply  with  the 
Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  - 
1 J40,  in  that  the  prescribed  declaration  was  not  visible  to  intending 
purchasers.  This  omission  was  rectified  immediately  it  was  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  retailer. 


28 


FOOD  HYGIENE  EXHIBITION. 

In  order  to  maintain  interest  in  the  methods  of  clean  food 
handling  within  the  Borough,  and  to  further  the  national  publicity 
with  regard  to  Food  Hygiene,  a Food  Hygiene  Exhibition  was 
organised  between  28th  November  and  1st  December,  1949,  in- 
clusive, in  co-operation  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries 
(Infestation  Division).  The  Exhibition  was  opened  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  His  Worship  The  Mayor 
(Councillor  T.  W.  Blomfield,  M.Inst.M.),  and  an  Opening  Address 
in  support  of  the  campaign  was  given  by  Commander  A.  B.  Camp- 
bell, R.D.,  R.N.R. 

Various  organisations  representing  the  food  industries  co- 
operated whole-heartedly,  and  approximately  2,000  people  attended 
during  the  four  days. 


CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD 


Samples  Taken  Samples  Unsatisfactory 

Article  Formal  Informal  Formal  Informal 


Chewing  Gum  1 

Coffee  ....  ...  ....  — 

Curry  Powder 

Essence  of  Anchovy  ....  — 

Baking  Powder  ....  ....  — 

Jam  and  Marmalade  — 

Lemon  Curd  ...  — - 

New  Milk 26 

Sauce  ....  — 

Sausages,  Sausage  Meat,  &c.  1 1 

Sherbert  ....  ....  — 

Sage  and  Onion  Stuffing  — 

Salad  Cream  — 

Essence  of  Rennett  ...  — 

Olive  Oil  — 


1 1 1 

1 — — 

1 — — 

1 — — 

2 — — 

4 — — 

1 — — 

2 

2 

1 — 
1 _ — 

1 — — 

1 — — 

1 — — 

1 — 


38  20  2 1 


DISINFECTION. 

Aerial  disinfection  was  carried  out  to  354  rooms,  32  Nursing 
Home  Wards,  and  6 Ambulances. 

6,220  articles  were  disinfected  at  the  steam  disinfector. 
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KING'S  LYNN  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  ihe 


PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  during  the  year. 
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Includes  mechanically-propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 


II.  Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 

(a)  Passenger  traffic  during  the  year: — - 

No  information  has  been  received  concerning  any  passenger 
traffic,  either  inward  or  outward,  from  the  Port. 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic: — 

, _ The  principal  imports  during  the  year  consisted  of  petroleum, 

fertiliser,  pit-props,  timber,  grain  and  potatoes. 

The  piincipal  exports  were  sugar,  molasses,  coal,  potatoes, 
and  sand. 

(c)  Foreign  Ports  from  which  vessels  arrive: — - 

Rotterdam,  Rotka,  Kalmar,  Askarshawn,  Gdynia,  Hamburg 
Norrkoping,  Casablanca,  Huelva,  Lisbon,  Gothenburg. 


III.  Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  for  both  the  Port  and  Shipping  is  from 
Corpoiation  mains.  Ships  are  supplied  from  hydrants  situated 
on  the  quayside  and  around  the  Docks.  There  are  no  water- 
boats  employed. 


IV.  Port  Sanitary  Regulations,  1933  and  1945. 

(1)  Declai  ations  of  Health,  on  completion,  are  forwarded  to 
the  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  the  Customs  Officer. 

(2)  Where  necessary,  vessels  are  boarded  by  the  Sanitary  Officer 
by  means  of  the  Pilot  Cutter. 

(3)  Information  concerning  inward  vessels  requiring  special 
attention  is  received  by  wireless  by  the  Harbour  Master  and 
communicated  to  the  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(4)  The  mooring  station  is  situated  within  the  Bentinck  Dock. 
There  is  no  mooring  station  outside  the  Dock. 

(5)  A standing  exemption  from  detention  under  Article  14  has 
been  granted  by  the  Medical  Officer  in  respect  of  all  ships,  except 
those  infected  " or  suspected,"  to  enable  them  to  proceed  to 
their  place  of  mooring,  discharge  or  loading,  modified  practique 
being  given  and  the  Medical  Officer  notified. 

(6)  No  experience  has  been  gained  as  to  the  working  of  Article  16. 

(7)  No  arrangements  have  been  made  under  sub-headings  (a) 

or  (c).  ■ v ■ 


(b)  The  cleansing  and  disinfection  of  persons,  clothing  and 
other  articles  can  be  undertaken,  as  required,  as  part  of  the  Local 
Authority's  disinfection  services. 

(d)  The  Port  Isolation  Hospital  available  for  the  reception 
of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  is  now  under  the  control  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

(e)  The  facilities  of  the  Norfolk  County  CounciPs  Ambulance 
are  available. 

(f)  The  supervision  of  contacts  is  carried  out  by  the  Port 
Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary  Inspectors,  as  necessary. 

(8)  and  (9)  The  Norfolk  County  Council's  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory Services  are  able  to  undertake  bacteriological  or  patholigical 
examinations. 

(10)  The  Venereal  Disease  Clinic  is  held  at  the  West  Norfolk  and 
King's  Lynn  General  Hospital,  London  Road,  King's  Lynn,  on 
Tuesdays  and  Fridays  at  7 p.m. 

Details  of  the  Clinic  are  exhibited  at  the  Docks. 

(11)  The  interment  of  the  dead  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority 
in  accordance  with  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

No  cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  were  landed  from  vessels. 

No  cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  were  reported  as  having  occurred 
on  vessels  during  the  voyage. 


V.  Measures  against  Rodents. 

In  general,  the  type  of  cargo  arriving  at  the  Port  during  the 
year  has  not  been  of  the  type  which  is  liable  to  rat  infestation. 

The  Quay,  Wharves,  and  Warehouses,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Port  have  been  inspected  systematically  and  attended  to  by  the  Local 
Authority  rat  operatives,  when  necessary.  The  canteen  which  is 
in  use  by  the  Dock  workers  has  been  the  cause  of  the  majority  of 
rat  infestation  within  the  Port. 

The  presence  of  Black  Rats  has  not  been  reported  from  either 
Port  or  Borough  area  for  two  years. 


VI.  Hygiene  of  Crews’  Spaces. 

The  majority  of  vessels  entering  the  Port  were  found  to  be 
clean  and  in  good  order.  In  only  one  instance  was  it  necessary 
to  call  attention  of  the  lack  of  cleanliness  of  the  crews'  spaces, 
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VII.  Food  Inspection. 

(1)  No  action  was  taken  at  the  Port  concerning  the  Imported 

Foodstuffs.  r 

(2)  T he  shellfish  beds  and  layings  are  under  the  control  of 

the  Pastern  Sea  Fisheries  Joint  Committee.  A.  letter  from  the 
Clerk  and  Chief  Fishery  Officer  of  the  Committee  stated:  The 

amended  pioposals  in  connection  with  the  establishment  of  an 
Experimental  Cleansing  Station  at  King’s  Lynn  are  still  with  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries,  and  to  date  (21.4.50)  I have 
not  heaid  whether  the  proposal  is  acceptable  to  the  Development 
Commission  as  one  which  would  attract  grant-aid. 33 

The  Ministry  had,  however,  pointed  out  some  time  ago  that, 
in  view  of  the  expense  which  would  be  entailed  in  building  an 
Experimental  Station,  the  need  for  economy,  and  the  general  ban 
on  capital  expenditure,  would  seem  to  preclude  permission  being 
given  by  the  Treasury  for  such  a Cleansing  Station  to  be  built 
in  the  near  future. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Shellfish) 
Regulations,  1934,  or  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938. 

(3)  No  samples  of  food  from  the  Port  were  taken  for  examina- 
tion. 
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